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[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
A SURGICAL operation at the Royal Infirmary, in the
early part of last month, is of such unusual interest and
importance, that, deviating from my ordinary practice of
reporting those cases only which I have witnessed my-

self, I am induced to relate it from the narration of a

friend who was present on the occasion. It was an ex-

ample of that exceedingly rare kind of aneurism called
fusiform, consisting of a dilatation of a considerable por-

tion of the axillary artery. The subject of the disease
was an artisan about forty years of age, who came into
the hospital on the evening of the 7th of May, complain-
ing of a large pulsating tumour which filled up the left
armpit, distending the pectoral muscles, and lifting up

the shoulder towards the ear. The patient had noticed,
several months previous to admission, the existence of a

swelling of about the size of an orange, which pulsated
strongly, but which caused no particular distress or un-

easiness until a few days before his admission, when he
was seized one night with severe pain in the arm, and
discoveredthat the swelling bad suddenly become greatly
increased. It was evident that an aneurism existed, which
had burst its sac and become diffused. The arm was

now o3dematous, and the distension and enlargement
were increasing rapidly. The arm was bandaged with
flannel, and the patient kept quiet in bed until the next
morning, when the tumour was found to be still farther
enlarged, so that the shoulder was pushed up towards
the ear. There was considerable ecchymosis, with dark
livid spots on the skin of the armpit. The pulsation in
the tumour had entirely disappeared. Impending external
rupture of the tumour, with inevitable fatal hbamorrhage
as a consequence, indicated that an immediate operation
was imperative. Under these circumstances, as it ap-

peared almost impracticable to reach and tie the subela-
vian artery in the usual position, Mr. Bickersteth, who
had charge of the case, after a consultation with his col-
leagues, determined to follow a mode of proceeding
which bas been adopted by Mr. Syme, and which is, in
fact, the original operation for aneurism as practised
previous to the improved method introduced by John
Hunter-namely, to lay open the sac, empty out its con-

tents, and tie the vessel above and below the opening.
Notwithstanding the formidable difficulties which

must necessarily attend this plan of procedure, it seemed,
under the circumstances, to be the only practicable
method of dealing with the case. The steps of the
operation were as follows. An incision was made along
the outer edge of the sterno-mastoid muscle and through
the cervical fascia, enabling an assistant's finger to be
placed on the subclavian in the usual position. When
the artery was commanded by compression, a free inci-
sion was made into the tumour, and the clots cleared
out. OwiDg to the admirable and efficient manner in
which this somewhat difficult and critical task of com-

manding the artery was effected by Mr. Fletcher, very

little blood was lost. After a careful examination
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of the interior of the aneurism with a view to ascertain
the point at which the artery opened into the sac, the
operator discovered what, of course, could not have been
previously found out, and wbich materially augmented
the difficulties of the case-namely, that the aneurism
was fusiform, the dilatation extending from the first
rib to the commencement of the brachial artery. In
order to obtain access to a sound part of the artery
above the dilatation, it was necessary to divide the pec-
torales major and minor. An aneurism-needle was then
passed round the artery about half an inch below the
point where it crosses the first rib, after which it was
requisite to tie each of the several branches of the artery
given off from the sac or dilatation, including the sub-
scapular, the posterior circumflex, and the brachial, all
of which bled profusely into the sac until the ligatures
were applied. Yet considering the formidable nature of
the operation, which occupied from first to last about
forty minutes, the amount of heemorrhage was inconsi-
derable; and, by one of the boldest efforts of surgery, the
patient was rescued from a position of imminent peril
to one of comparative safety.
A short time after the operation, numbness of the

band and forearm came on; and in three or four days it
was evident that the hand would be sphacelate-a result
which might naturally be expected from the fusiform
character of the aneurism, which necessitated ligature
of all the anastomosing arterial branches upon which
the surgeon depends for the reestablishment of the cir-
culation after tying the subelavian. The subsequent
progress of the case was as favourable as could be anti-
cipated. All the ligatures came away between the
twelfth and fifteenth days; the wound contracted well,
and is now nearly healed; and the patient is sufficiently
recovered to leave his bed and walk about the ward.
The hand and the lower third of the forearm are black
and dried up, in the condition analogous to that of
senile gangrene. This portion of the limb is, of course,
doomed; but for the present, at least, the patient is out
of danger, and he lives a striking example of what sur-
gical dexterity and skill is sometimes capable of effect-
ing for suffering humanity towards rescue from the very
jaws of death.

I am happy to be able to report the satisfactory pro-
gress of the Waters Fund. The Liverpool subscription.
list has increased from £70, as noticed in my last com-
munication, to about £110; and it is hoped it may
ultimately reach from £120 to £150. It is only due to
Dr. Stookes, the treasurer, to say that, without at all
detracting from the liberality and promptitude with
which the profession have responded to this call, the
success already achieved is in a great measure owing to
the tact and energy with which he has discharged his
duty, sparing no pains or trouble in bringing the subject
under the notice of our brethren here, and thus afford-
ing all who were so disposed an opportunity of contri-
buting. I have heard that at Chester about £100 has
been collected from members of the profession, and
£300 from the laity (if I may use the expression); at
Birkenihead, nearly £20; and at Manchester, about the
same sum has been raised; making, at present, a total of
about £550 from this district. As it is understood that
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the actual expense which will fall upon Dr. Waters is
not less than £700, it is evident that, unless further aid
can be obtained from the profession in other parts, thE
original object of the movement-to compensate him tc
the full extent of his loss-will not be carried out, to say
nothing of the proposed testimonial. Although this
result cannot be otherwise than a subject of regret, it
must nevertheless be consolatory to Dr. Waters himself,
as well as to his friends and to all who are interested in
the matter, to reflect that, in the neighbourhood where
all the parties and circumstances are best known, there
has been a most liberal, general, and spontaneous re-
sponse to the appeal for sympathy and assistance.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
ANNUAL MEETING.

THE Thirty-first Annual Meeting of the British
Medical Association will be holden at Bristol, on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 5th, 6th, and
7th days of August.

President-GEORGE BuRRows, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
F.R.S, London.

President-elect-JOHN ADDINGTON SY.MIONDS, AM.D.,
F.R.C.P., F.R.S.Ed., Clifton.

All the meetings will take place at the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton.

WEDNESDAY, August 5th.
1 P.M. Meeting of Committee of Council.
2.30 P.sI. Meetirng of the General Counicil.
4 P.mi. First General Meeting of Members. The re-

tiring President (Dr. Burrows) will make a few remarks.
The new President (Dr. Symonds) will deliver an
Address. The Report of Council will be presented, and
other business transacted.

9 P.mr. Through the kindness of the Committee, a
Conversazione will be held at the Literary and Philoso.
phical Institution, Bristol.

THURSDAY, August 6th.
11 A.M. Meeting of the Members of the New Council.
12 NOON. Second General Meeting of Members. The

Address in Medicine will be read by WILWlAm BUDD,
M.D. Papers and Cases will be read.

3.30 P.mi. The Address in Surgery will be read by
ALGUSTIN PRICHARD, Esq.
The Report of the Medical Benevolent Fund will be

presented.
Papers and Cases will be read.
9 P.i. By the kind invitation of the President (Dr.

Synmonds) a Soirhe will be held at his residence, Clifton
Hill House, Clifton.

FRIDAY, August 7th.
12 NOON. Third General Meeting of Members. The

Address in Chlemistry in its Relations to Medicine will
be given by WILLIAM B. HERAPATH, M.D., F.R.S. Papers
and Cases will be read.

6.45 P.M. Dinner at the Victoria Rooms. Tickets
One Guinea each. Gentlemen intending to be present
at the Dinner are requested to send notice, as soon as
possible, to Dr. MARSHALL, 8, The Mall, Clifton.
Members are requested to enter, on arrival, their

names and addresses in the Reception Room at the

Victoria Rooms, where cards will be supplied which will
secure admission to all the proceedings.
Refreshments will be provided in the Victoria Rooms

during the Meetings.
Members who wish for previous information may

communicate with I)r. MARSHALL, 8, The Mall, Clifton.
Papers have heen promised by T. S. Fletcler, Esq.

(Bromsgrove); Graily Hewitt, MI.D. (London); Lionel
Beale, M.B., F.R.S. (London); G. F. Boiirder, M.D.
(Bristol); WV. 0. Markham, M.D. (London); B. W.
Richardson, M.D. (London); A. P. Stewart, M.D. (Lor.
don); R. W. Coe, Esq. (Bristol).

P'apers and Cases will be read in the order of the
dates at which notice of them has been received by the
General Secretary.

Alteration of Laws. Notice of the following new Laws
has been given by W. 0. MARKHAM, M.D.

At each Annual Meeting of the Association, the Secre-
tary shall lay before the first meeting of the Council a
List of the Members of the Association, together with a
separate List of all Members whose Subscriptions are in
arrear, and the amount of Subscriptions due from each
Member.

This List shall be at once referred to a Committee,
consisting of four or more Members of the Coun-cil (three
ofwbom shall fornm a quiorum), together with the I'resident
and the Secretary. The Committee shall thereuipon pro-
ceed to settle the List of Members for the ensuing year,
retaining or erasing, as they may think fit, the names of
any Members wlho are in arrear: provided always, that
no person shall remain a Member of the Association
wrho is more than two years in arrear. The List of
Members thuis corrected shall be presented to a sub-
sequent Meeting of the Council, and shall, witlh their
approval, be published immediately after the Annual
Meeting.
The Secretary shall in each year, during the first

week of Juine, supply the Editor of the JOURNAL with the
names of all those Members of the Association whose
Subscriptions have not been paid up to the 31st day of
May in each year.

Notice of the following alteration has also been given
by Dr. MNiarkham.

In Law 15, for the words " twelve months", to substi-
tute the words " five months".

PHILIP H. WILLIAMS, M.D., Gen. Sec.
Worcester, June 30th, 1863.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH.
THE Eleventh Annuial Meeting of this Branch will be
held at the Crystal Pulace, Sydenham, on Tuesday, Juily
7th, at 3.30 P.m. President-elect: Francis Sibson, MI.D.,
F.R.S.
The members will afterwards dine together.

A. P. STEWART, M.D.,
ALEXANDER HENRY, M1.D.,i)on. Secs.

London, June 11th, 1863.

SOUTH MIDLAND AND CAMBRIDGE AND
HUNTINGDON BRANCHES.

THE Annual Meeting of these Branches combined will
take place at the Infirmary, Peterborough, on Thurs(day,
July 9th, at 1 P.M. President-elect: William Paley, M.D.
Gentlemen intending to read papers or cases will

oblige by forwarding the titles as early as possible to
the Honorary Secretaries,

JOHN M. BRYAN, MI.D., Northampton; or
G. M. HUMPHRY; M.D., Cambridge.
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